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The clinical gaze is a central concept and analytic device in writing, teaching and knowing about medical practice. However, most of the work that explores and describes clinical perception has focused on aural, oral and visual practices.  The professional practices of touch and movement and the clinical reasoning rendered in and through these practices has received little attention.  Currently, studies have focused on touch in relationship to docile, surgical or dead bodies (Hindmarsh and Pilnick 2002, Moreira 2004, Sudnow 1967) or as an aspect of the coordination of medical talk (Heritage and Stivers 1999, Parry 2004, Perakyla 1998).  This paper seeks to further the findings of these studies, to explore the diagnostic practices, qualities and knowledges that emerge in and through the touch and movement of patients’ bodies.

We draw on fragments of data from a video-based ethnography of paediatric rheumatological and physiotherapeutic practice in order to highlight the centrality of touch and movement in diagnostic practice.  We outline how a range of mundane aural, oral and visual clinical practices - like listening, questioning, explaining, showing, telling, looking, observing, reading etc. – are clearly central to the work of diagnosis.  We also show how the practices of touching, feeling and moving parts of patients bodies are intimately related to, if not essential to, the paediatric rheumatological and physiotherapeutic gaze.  Importantly, we argue that, far from being unique to these specialities, diagnostic touch is often a seen but unnoticed aspect of our contemporary descriptions of the clinical gaze.

