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Over the last few years a new tool or method has been introduced in care for people with dementia in Norway: the Marte Meo Method. The method was developed in clinical psychology as a tool for improving communication between parents and infants but is now widely used also in schools and dementia care. It is a form of intervention or therapy that focuses on the interaction and communication between, for instance, people with dementia and their carers, and seeks to strengthen the relational and communicative competence of carers in order to facilitate better interaction and better care. It uses a video-camera to film problematic situations and settings such as meals, washing, brushing of teeth or aggressive behaviour, and then analyses the interaction in slow motion with a focus on finding the moments of good contact and interaction. Further it uses these glimpses of contact and positive moments as the building blocks of a solution, a shared way of meeting and handling problematic activities. As such it is meant to contribute to the human relations of care. 
In my paper for this workshop, however, I want to lay out and analyse in detail some of these uses of the Marte Meo instrument to see what more it does than care about and for human relations. What I want to argue, is that once introduced in dementia care, this instrument carries the potential to challenge and transform the notion of dementia itself with its bio-medical underpinnings. Behaviours that used to be attributed to the disease, and to bodily, that is, degenerative neurobiological conditions, and treated by pharmacological means, here suddenly emerge as social or socio(technical)biological conditions that can be treated and in some circumstances even ‘cured’ by interactional means. Further the Marte Meo Method also becomes used for more diagnostic purposes. In the nursing home where I have done fieldwork, the method and especially the filming became introduced also to detect pain in patients who cannot themselves report on pain, and so to learn about the patient and not only about the human relations. It was used to make patient speak in new ways and also to learn (and teach carers) to listen or sense /see in new ways.        
